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Mosquitos (family Culicidae), any of the familiar insects, numbering about 2,500

species, that are important in public health because of the bloodsucking habits of

the females. The males, and sometimes the females, feed on nectar and other plant

juices. In most species, however, the females require a blood meal in order to




mature their eqgs, which are laid on the surface of water. In the mosquitoes the

mandibles, maxillae, epipharynx, and hypopharynx have become exc eedingly
slender stylets that form a fine bundle and are used for piercin g skin and entering
blood vessels. Mosquitoes are known to transmit such serious diseases as yellow

fever, malaria, filariasis, and dengue. (Encyclepaedia Brittanica)
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